ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


April 12, 1971 


Mr. Kenneth flressett 
Whitman Publishing Company 
1230 Hound Avenue 
Racine, Wisconsin $3k0h 

Dear Kens 

Herb Bergen astced me to investigate Cronar 
Film for the authentication steering committee. What 
do you know about it or who does know about it? 

four inquiring sleuth. 


3 RIG P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION 30CISTT 


EPN 

atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


April 13, 1971 


Mr. Herbert M* Bergen 
60U N. Harbor Blvd. 

Fullerton, California 92632 

Dear Herbs 

It was so nice to see you at Long Beach and to 
have the opportunity to discuss the authentication program 
with you. 


I enjoyed your talk very much and have the 
problem, now, as to whether I should consent to permitting 
a 19U3 copper cent to be exhibited at the Central States 
show. 


I have a candidate who could be a part time 
authentication expert. He is Dr. Peter Caspar, Associate 
Professor of Chemistry, at iashington University, in St.Louis. 
He lives at 1*3 Hillvale Drive, St. Louis, Missouri 63105>. 

His specialty is radiocheraistry and physical organic chemistry 
He is a member of the American Numismatic Society and the 
British Numismatic Society and specializes in Victorian 
English coinage and medieval English coinage. He is not 
a member of the American Numismatic Association but of course 
would join. He, apparently, is not available for full time 
work. I chatted with hira about half an hour with respect 
to his work and he seems to know the scientific end thoroughly 

My very kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


P. 0. Box 380 

Vi 1 1 iamsburg , Virginia 23185 
June 12 , 1 971 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

In accordance with your letter of June 7, 1971, I am submitting to you 
my suggestions regarding the authentication function. I have considered four 
topics all of wh i ch I think are vital to the achievement of the goals of ANAT. 

TOPIC 1 

Safeguards to minimize chances of counterfeiting ANAT registered certificates 
of authenticity, and maximizing chances of cooperation from law enforcement 
agencies on the federal level if such counterfeiting did occur. 

DISCUSSION & SUGGESTION 

Clearly, the certificates should be designed to be more difficult to 
counterfeit than the coins to be authenticated. Otherwise, the same crooks 
who are now manufacturing false coins could give them a cloak of authenticity 
by providing bogus certificates to go along with counterfeit coins. 

$20 USA bills are counterfeited, but they are usually detectable by bank 
tellers and anybody who has been properly schooled to know what to look for 
(without using expensive devices for examination). Furthermore, the Treasury 
Department is active in ferreting out the counterfeiters of such bills. 

U.S. currency has the safeguards required of the certificate. If ANAT 
were a oart of the federal goverment, the solution, of course, would be 

evident; print the certificates with U.S. currency paper and currency design 
techniques. 

However, since this is not the case, I would suggest that a U.S. $1 bill 
be a part of each certificate, the serial number of the certificate and the 
bill being identical. 

Further protection could be afforded if a particular series of coins 
were associated with specific ranges of serial numbers, and collectors were 
informed of this correspondence in The Numismatist . This would require, however, 
ANAT to specify what series of coins could be submitted for authentication 
for any given period of time. 


TOPIC 2 

Minimization of the cost of authentication per coin. 

DISCUSSION & SUGGESTION 

From my correspondence with Mr. Hancock I gather that there will be 
different degrees of authentication granted: Suppose a coin is submitted to 

ANAT, and it passed a number of relatively inexpensive tests (one of which is 
30 seconds usage of a stereo zoom-scope) , but is found to be counterfeit by 


"$97.00 worth of neutron activation". If that coin were originally valued below 
$100, the owner would most likely not want the latter test to be performed. 

Hence, his coin would be considered authentic up to neutron activation. Uhereas , 
if his coin were worth $3000, the owner would more likely want neutron activation, 
and if it passed, it would certainly have a higher degree of authentication. 

Hopefully, the vast majority of the coins submitted to ANAT will be genuine. 
For the highest degree of authentication each such coin will presumably have to 
run the gamut of tests. If the price of authentication increases with the 
number of tests required, the collector would have to settle on a degree of 
authenticity commensurable with the worth of his coin. A coin worth $10 probably 
would only be authenticated by the stereo zoom-scope, for instance. 

Suppose that a given coin, when bogus, is known to be detectable by a 
given test or combination of tests (here I mean by a given coin the class of 
all coins of one denomination and date such as 1 909S VDB’s, for instance). 

Then only those tests need be performed to give this coin, when genuine, 
the highest degree of authenticity. 

My suggestion is that ANAT call particular coins - Mexican pillar dollars 
of a specific year or years, for instance - for submission for a given period. 

Once a relatively large number have been submitted, go through the full series 
of tests on a sample (statistically large enough) of them to determine what tests 
are needed for counterfeit detection. Then use those tests on the remainder. 

If there we re n coins and the total cost of the preliminary tests and subseouent 
tests were $X, then charge $X/n for each coin submitted. 

This suggestion also has the advantage that it is consistent with the 
suggestion of topic 1. 


TOPIC 3 

Try to prevent disenchantment of "ordinary collector" who might think that 
numismatics is only a rich man’s hobby if authentication costs are prohibitive 
for him. 


DISCUSSION & SUGGESTION 

From my correspondence with Mr. Hancock I gathered that authentication 
service, requiring the use of the stereo zoom-scope only, might cost $3.00. 

The collector who has predominantly material worth $10 or less per item 

would find it prohibitive to avail himself of the service. Furthermore, he 

would have a difficult time selling this material if he decided to dispose 

of it (since the buyer would presumably prefer authenticated material or would 

also share his feelings about paying out so much proportionally for authentication). 

My suggestion is that each coin club of 40 or more members invest in a 
stereo scope - Mr. Hancock says a minimum of $200 is required for a good one. 
Possibly, also invest in a good set of coin scales ($200’). Each member would 
be investing the cost of authenticating about 3 coins, and the club members 
would have the means of performing the "lower degree" authentication tests 
themselves. However, Mr. Hancock tells me that one needs about 8 hours 
instruction to be trained to interpret what he sees. Hopefully this deficiency 
could be overcome by a training film produced by ANAT based on Mr. Hancock’s 
seminar of last summer. This film could be made available by the ANA just as 
lecture slides are presently available to clubs. 


Of course, no certificates of authenticity would be provided in this case, 
but the collector could authenticate for himself material sent or given on 
approval before his purchase. I think that having this equipment to "play with" 
vrould also serve to stimulate flagging interests prevalent today in some coin 
clubs (see President Bergen's comments this month in The Numismatis t) . 

TOPIC 4 

Safeguard against any dealer making use of ANAT to the detriment of other 
dealers less financially endowed. 

DISCUSSION & SUGGESTION 

It is possible that one or more big dealers’ could afford to authenticate 
a large proportion of their stock and thereby monopolize the market insofar 
as the most desirable (authenticated) material is concerned. The order of 
submission suggested in topics 1 and 2 should be sufficient to inhibit such 
a practice. 

However, if these suggestions are not found acceptable, I vrould then 
suggest that service be given on a first come first served basis and be limited 
to a small number per person (the basis used by the San Fransisco mint in the 
case of proof sets). 


Sincerely yours. 



Ccox. 7 , 


14 ) 


Allen Curtis 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 29, 1971 


Mr. Herbert M. Bergen 
604 N. Harbor Blvd. 

Fullerton, California 92632 


Dear Herb: 


I had a very disappointing meeting with the staff of ANS. 

I asked them for their suggestions as to how the ANACS might be worked 
out and the following points were raised: 

1. We did not give them a formal presentation. 

2. Legal liability. 

3. Confusion between ANA and ANS. 

4. Their staff is overworked now and would be more over- 
worked if they had to show coins for comparison to the ANACS director, 
or if they have to help him with the library. 

5. Their photographer was overworked now. 

6. Would we not have to turn over counterfeits to the 

government? 

7. How would we keep the same coins from coming back over 
and over again? 

8. Coins may be lost being mailed back from New ;York. 

9. Accusation of switching coins will be a problem. 

I explained to them that coin collecting was at the cross- 
roads and that ANS should be doing something to help r«lve the authen- 
ticity problem'. 

I finally reached the conclusion that the matter must be 
brought up to ANS in a different manner, namely, that the President, Mr. 
Samuel Milbank, who lives in Reno, Nevada, should be approached by you 
and have the matter worked down from the top. I would like to talk to 
you about this. I have not sent copies to other members of our group but 
will do so if you suggest it. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely, 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Date 


...19 Application No 

(Do not mark In above space) 

APPLICATION FOR A CERTIFICATE FROM 
THE EXPERT COMMITTEE OF 


THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 

99 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK. N. Y. 10016 


Enclosed herewith for examination by your EXPERT COMMITTEE 
is the following item: 

Country Year Issued Denomination 

Color Cat. No by 

(Indicate which catalogue is used) 

Cat. Val. of Item 

Brief description (Give centering, margins, cancel if any, etc.^ 


Information desired 


Enclosed is $ in payment of Fees 

(as set forth on the reverse of this form) 


$ in payment of Registration & Insurance. 


Has this item been examined by other experts? 

If so, by whom When 

Opinion 

The rules and regulations governing the acceptance by the Committee of 
items for examination (as set forth on the reverse of this form) have been 
read and are agreed to by us. 


Name . 
Address 


(Please print) 


Signature of Applicant 

(Typed or rubber stamped signatures will not be accepted) 


OVER 


FEES 


a) For any item listed in any standard catalog, at $500 or under, 

minimum * 7 50 

b) For any item quoted at over $500, l/a% of the catalog value but not 

exceeding $100.00 

c) Opinions on the genuineness of surcharges or overprints will be 2% 

of the catalog value, minimum $10, but not exceeding $100.00 

d) Where the cancellation determines the value of the piece, the fee will 

will be 3 % of the catalog value, minimum $15, but not 
exceeding $100.00 

e) Opinions on covers bearing stamps will be 3 % of catalog value, 

minimum $15, but not exceeding $100.00 

f) Items unpriced in any standard catalog will be charged at the 

minimum fees. 

g) Items not pronounced genuine will be charged at the minimum fees. 

h) There will be no charge for items returned without an opinion. 

i ) Founders, Benefactors, Life Members and all other Members who 
contribute $50 a year or more receive 20% discount on fees. 

j) A minimum charge of $1.25 is made on all packages towards the cost 
of registration and insurance, subject to change without notice 
based on current postal rates. 


) 


CONDITIONS GOVERNING THE ACCEPTANCE OF ITEMS 
FOR EXAMINATION BY THE EXPERT COMMITTEE 


1. Application blanks will be supplied on request. All requests for examination must be accom- 
panied by the appropriate fees unless submitted by a Member of the Philatelic Foundation. 

2. Applications are treated in order of acceptance, and the Committee reserves the right, if the 
volume is too great, to hold items over for the next succeeding meeting. 

3. All applications must be sent in by mail, addressed to the Philatelic Foundation, 99 Park 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 10016, Attention Expert Committee. Returns will be made by 
registered mail. 

4. Submission of all stamps and other items to the Philatelic Foundation shall be entirely at the 

submitter’s risk. All items submitted will be accepted by the Philatelic Foundation only with 

the distinct understanding that the Philatelic Foundation, its officers, agents, committees or em- 
ployees shall be in no way liable or responsible for any loss or damage arising from any reason 
whatsoever, including, but not limited to, any negligence of the 'Philatelic Foundation or its 

officers, agents, committees or employees. 

5. The Philatelic Foundation seeks to render a public service in the expressing of opinions of 
non-professional philatelists on items submitted to it. The fees set forth herein contribute to the 
maintenance of the Philatelic Foundation. However, opinions given by the Philatelic Foundation 
or its Expert Committee are not guarantees and the Philatelic Foundation, its officers, agents, 
committees and employees shall be in no way liable for any loss or damage resulting from opinions 
given. 

6. Items submitted will be returned as soon after examination as possible. However, the 

Philatelic Foundation shall be in no way liable for any delay in returning items or for any 

delay or failure of the Post Office Department in making delivery of same. 

7. No item issued after 1940 will be accepted for examination unless the Committee has previously 
agreed in writing to accept such an item for review. 

8. The Committee reserves the right at all times to decline to examine or give an opinion on 
any item. This does not prejudice an applicant from requesting the Committee’s opinion on the 
same item at some future date. 

9. The Philatelic Foundation and its Expert Committee reserve the right to make such changes 
in the fees, rules and conditions as they deem necessary without notice, but such changes will be 
announced as soon as possible. 

10. The request for an examination constitutes an acceptance of the foregoing fees, rules and 
conditions, and the amount of the fee enclosed based on the schedule of rates herein constitutes 
the owmer’s valuation of the item. 
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To : ANACS COMMITTEE 


From: ERIC P. NEWMAN 

REPORT ON MEETING WITH ROBERT A. SIEGEL AT 10 E. 5 2ND STREET, NEW YORK CITY, 

JULY 15, 1971. 

1. Enclosed are forms used for submittal of items for authentication of 
both the Philatelic Foundation and American Philatelic Expertization 
Service. These include rules. 

2. When stamp reaches committee for consideration it has a number replacing 
the name of the owner, thus obtaining anonymity. 

3. There have been over 36,000 authentications with no libel litigation. 

4. About 12 people are on the committee who give their opinions. They 
meet weekly and any who wish to attend, do so. Non-professionals on the 
committee can attend but do not usually. They call on specialized experts 
when needed. Then the Director (for authentication) writes up the finding 
based upon the committee opinions. There may be differences of opinion. 

The Board of Directors who meet with the authentication Director are all 
non-professionals and control the entire operation and make the rules. 

5. There are at present 3 or 4 paid employees. They only need 2 but the 
advanced age of existing employees limits their work time. 

6. The rent of the New York office is $20,000. The total budget about 
$75,000 per annum. 

7. The minimum charge is $7.50 with a discount to members of 20%. See fee 
schedule . 

8. They pass on gum, grilles, condition, reprints, counterfeits, repairs and 
all reasonable inquiries. 

9. They use one color paper for genuine certificates and another color for 
false items. 

10. They often do estate work because estate tax people rely on it. 

11. If an opinion is unacceptable to the owner he may ask for a review and 
may add any facts or arguments he wishes. The opinion will then be 
reconsidered, if desirable. 

12. Conflict of interest disqualifies a dealer who is a committee member if he 
recognizes a stamp as one he sold or auctioned. 

13. The party sending in a piece must specify its condition. 

14. Kelly Stryker is now the Director and Miss Harper is the Secretary. 

15. Valuations are not done, only references to catalogues when such questions 
are asked. 


P.S. I told some further facts to ANS and they asked whether the U.S. law 
required counterfeit items to be turned in. I said there was no clear requirement 
to do so and that as a practical matter it was not done. On this they will want 
to have their attorney advise them. 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5, Missouri 


July 8, 1971 


To the ANACS Committee: 

Optimism has come back to me after a preliminary study of philatelic 
authentication service. 

The Philatelic Foundation and the American Philatelic Society have 
done an aggregate of about 30,000 authentications without a suit based on a 
claimed error. They have a panel of experts who give their opinions and issue a 
photograph and certification. They have rules and forms which I am assembling. 

All the anticipated problems which some people assert will happen don't seem to 
happen. I discussed the matter with Robert A. Siegel, of New York, and I will 
see him next week for further guidance. When we have a pattern like this before 
us we have a stronger position than ever against the Doubting Thomas groups. 

This service issues no opinion on value or on condition, only genuine, 
altered, defects, or fake. They are not responsible for loss or damage. They have 
never had a claim of switching. Some items come back again and they easily re- 
cognize the item if previously authenticated. The sender says what kind of return 
mail is to be used and pays for it. 

They have sophisticated equipment. They have some operating deficit 
made up by gifts. They charge a $7.50 minimum. They do not mark the item. They 
have a six figure fund behind them. I'll report lots more later. 

Our problem may be more complicated as to coins and easier as to paper 

money. 


If anyone on our committee has looked into this before, please advise 
so I won't duplicate their work. 


Sincerely yours, 



ERIC P, NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 

EPN 

atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


Mr. Newman, 


I wrote the letter once with a number of copies 
but the copies did not appear to be very clear so 
I rewrote it. I think photocopies will look better. 
How many will you need? 


AB 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


July 9, 1971 


Mr. Robert A. Siegel 
Robert A. Siegel, Inc. 

10 East 52n<! St. 

New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Mr. Siegel: 

It was a pleasure to talk to you about the authentication 
service which we are trying to establish in aumi3matias . 

I plan to come to your office on the norning of Thursday, 
July 15, and would appreciate any further guidance you can give me. 

I hope this will not inconvenience you since I understand you are 
having an auction in the afternoon. 

Please thank Miss Roberta Edelstein for sending the forms. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EFN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

HERBERT M. BERGEN 
President 

604 No. Harbor Blvd., FULLERTON, CALIF. 92632 

July 14, 1971 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

5t. Souis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Just a quick note to let you know that I have been 
unable to locate Samuel Milbank in Reno, Nevada. I 
had telephone information in Reno try both Milbank 
and Millbank without any results. You may have 
talked to him in Reno by telephone and if so will you 
please give me his telephone number where he can be 
reached. If the number is unlisted, telephone infor- 
mation could not help me. I would go to Reno to see 
him but must have an appointment to save making a 
dry-run trip. 

I received your memo to the members of the ANAC5 
committee regarding the Philatelic Expert ization 
Service. I am certainly more hopeful now that you 
have uncovered the record of their experience. I am 
also inclined to think that we may not need an expert 
director to start with if we can arrange to have an 
authentication committee operate the service with such 
clerical or office help as may be required. 

I will be most interested to learn of any further in- 
formation that you have developed after having seen 
Mr. Robert Siegel in New York. I have had no comments 
from the other committee members to whom you sent your 
memo . 



Herbert M. Bergen, President 
HMB/mc 


From the desk of : 

ROBERT 4. SIEGEL 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 

July 19, 1971 


Mr. Allen Curtis 
P O.Box 380 

Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 
Dear Mr, Curtis: 

I have not forgotten your suggestions as to the 
American Numismatic Association Certification Service. I have 
reed them, carefully, and have been working steadily on the 
matter in the last couple of x*eelcs. Since I am only one member 
of the committee, it is not timely to give you a report. 

You will be interested to know that the Phila- 
telic Foundation charges a minimum of $7.50 per scamp and have 
been very successful in authentication work. 

I particularly like your recomaendation that a coin 
group invest in a stereoscope as that would take a great burden 
off the authentication group and make people much more know- 
ledgeable on their own. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb ERIC P. NEUMAN NUMISMATIC 

EDUCATION SOCIETY 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


B A SEABY LTD 


Audley House 11 Margaret Street London win sat 

Telephone 01 -580 3677 Cables Numismatic London W1 

PAR/dh 10th September, 1971* 


Mr. Virgil Hancock, 
Box 936, 7 

Bellaire , 

TEXAS 77402 , 

U. S. A. 


-Dear Mr. Hancock, 

Mrs. Amstell has shown to me correspondence 
which she has been carrying on with you with regard 
to the appointment under discussion. 

Obviously in the space of a short letter I 
cannot go into great detail, but there is a possibility 
that such a position could interest me and I think I 
probably have the qualifications for which you are 
looking, or at least a good number of them! 

As you probably know I joined this firm in 
1947 , after my war time service, being appointed a 
Director of the Company in 1966 . I have a very wide 
numismatic knowledge and I am recognized as one of 
the leading authorities on the English coinage from 
the l 6 th century onwards, I have also had experience 
in the field of Ancient and Foreign coins. As I speak 
fluent German I am very often in Germany and Switzerland 
on business, and have close contact with many of the 
Numismatic organizations on the Continent of Europe. I 
was co-author with H.A. Seaby of the Standard reference 
work on English coins: "The English Silver Coinage from 

1649" and my other published works include "The Designers 
and Engravers of the English Silver Coinage" published 
1956, "Your Book of Coin Collecting", "Coin Collecting 
for Amateurs" and a number of technical monographs and 
papers . 


I am also a Fellow of the Royal Numismatic 
Society and a Member of the British Numismatic Society. 
This is, I think, just about all I can say about my 
Numismatic life, excepting that I do like doing research, 
but find, unfortunately due to being a commercial 
numismatist there is little time for this these days. 
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b.a. seaby, ltd, 


10th September, 1971. 
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With regard to my life prior to joining 
B.A. Seaby, Limited the following is a brief sketch. 

I am 46 years old, married with four children. 

I was educated at the Kings School, Chester, after 
which, at the age of 12, I took a County Major scholarship 
to a Co-Educational Public School, St. Georges, Harpenden; 
leaving in 194l, I gave up (perhaps unfortunately!) a 
place at Queens' College Cambridge University to study 
Engineering, Metallurgy under an Army sponsored scheme 
at London University in 1942, but unfortunately as I 
am strictly a Modern languages and Arts man I failed 
Electric Technology, although I did pass Physics, Chemistry 
and Metallurgy with good grades (the equivalent of B.Sc. 
part 1 ) I would stress here that I have done no 
metallurgy for the last 25 years and have forgotten very 
large amounts! 


Later, due to my knowledge of French and German 
I transferred to Military Intelligence, which incidentally 
was the Department of the late Leonard Forrer whom I knew 
very well indeed, and sadly miss. 


One of my main hobbies from the age of about 7 

WaS -, S°i leCting . English coins and when I was demobilised 
xn 9^7 I applied for a post with my present Company It 
was rather a matter of choice between an academic career 
xn teachxng; professional music (i have been a Viola player 
sxnce the age of 8 ) or my present job, and I really have no 
regrets about my decision. 


I was married shortly after the war in 
Schaffhausen Switzerland to a local girl and hav 
connec t xons with that Country. My children are 
Chris 19 , Peter 17 , Hester 15 and John 6 : The y 

three are still at school. 


e intimat 

aged 

ounger 
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A M y hobbies are numerous and varied; chief 
amount them being Pistol shooting, flying, music, 
coilectxng Swiss stamps and growing cacti. 


o a t’t' ' i 1 ^ sorr Y lf 1 have bored you with the proceding 
a xculum vitae but xf you would like to have any furthef 
detaxis should you be in the slightest interested please 
do not hesxtate to write to me confidentially at the above 

?4 C S %° r H al i ernatiVely tG my private address which is 
^4 Lea Road, Harpenden, Herts. 


B . A. SEABY, LTD. 


10th September, 1971- 
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I have seen the information which you gave 
to Mrs. Ams tell but should this thing develop any 
further I would of course require further information 
from you, as my children still require education, and 
there are a thousand and one details which would have 
to be seriously considered, 

I am going to be away in Germany for. the 
next three weeks or so. 


Best wishes, 



p.S. I have had no experience of X-Ray equipment, 
excepting when used on myself! 


B.A. SEABY, LTD, 


10 th September, 1971. 
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jlq M y hobbies are numerous and varied; chief 
amount them being Pistol shooting, flying, music, 
collecting Swiss stamps and growing cacti. 


1 a® sorry if I have bored you with the proceding 
carnculum vitae but if you would like to have any further 
details should you be in the slightest interested please 
do not hesitate to write to me confidentially at the above 

? 4 d Le SS R° r H al u ernat;LVely t0 ^ private address which is 
^4 Lea Road, Harpenden, Herts. 


To: Messrs. Bergen, Hatie, Newman, Pittman. 


From : Ha ncock 

Thoughts about the tentative application from P. A. Rayner, a director of Seaby's. 

This letter is the outcome of conversations by me with Peter Seaby in May or June, 
and with his father in Washington in August. Mrs. Amstell must be a secretary 
of one of the Seabys. 

I never heard of Mr. Rayner until his letter arrived. He may be a complete washout. 
Or he may be too expensive. Or, if he's in his right mind, he wouldn't move to 
New York City nor to Washington on a bet. 

However, if we like him . . . and if he likes us . . . and if we can afford him . . . 
methinks the fact that ANACS would be operated by a former director of Seaby's 
would lend an air of substance , of knowledge, of believeability to ANflC£>. 


Further, if he is the expert on English coinage, then, in relation to The ft NS, 
we might dangle the thought that, in emergency. The ANS could make use . . . 
Tor free ... of our man as a sort of assistant curator. 


Now you know all I know. 

I feel we should continue our correspondence with Mr. Rayner . . . get some idea 
of his present income, etc. 

That's all lynunnan. f or now. 


'Scuze this typewriter, please ! 




Si 

i f JbtJi aM oJAl 






AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

HERBERT M. BERGEN 
Past President 

604 No. Harbor Blvd., FULLERTON, CALIF. 92632 

Sept . 13 , 1971 


Mr. Eric Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63105 

Dear Eric: 

It seems I am long overdue in my communications with the ANACS 
steering committee because aTter the Washington convention I 
spent several more weeks in Washington and New York and then went 
to the Canadian convention in Vancouver, B.C. I did manage to 
send you a copy of the answer I received from the Dept, of Defense 
regarding equipment that may be available for lend lease. As soon 
as further word comes from this source I shall not delay in letting 
you know. 

□n my return from Washington I stopped in Denver for a talk with 
mint officials. Mr. Frost, who is in charge of their technical 
equipment, told me that we can use any equipment they have at the 
Denver Mint for our certification service. I told them we might 
be able to get some of the technical equipment we will need from 
the Dept, of Defense. He offered to help us set this equipment 
up if we decided to start operation in Colorado Springs. I thought 
this offer was wonderful because it would save us expense in hir- 
ing the technical know-how for doing this. Especially because 
Mr. Frost says that equipment returned to the government by in- 
dustry often needs repair and check-out to be sure it is in work- 
ing order. This offer is in line with the offer made by Mrs. 

Brooks and Dr. Goldman in Washington by which we can be sure of 
the use of mint equipment if we establish operations in Washington. 

During my extended stay in Washington I had further talks with 
our friends in the Treasury and I now am fully convinced that we 
should eliminate AN5 in New York City as a location for operating 
ANACS. From your reports and the long talk I had with Henry Gruen- 
thal in Washington, it is unquestionably certain that the ANS staff 
is opposed to taking us into their headquarters and it would be 
against their recommendations that Mr. Sam Milbank, president, 
would have to take action in order to accomodate us. I am unalter- 
ably opposed to moving into any location where we are not wanted 
by the people who are working there. It is for this reason that 
I have not tried again to communicate with Mr. Milbank. Confi- 
dentially, the people in the Treasury tell me it would be a mis- 
take to set up operations in New York City. This is now especially 
true since the Mint has offered to let us use their laboratory 
equipment if we go to Washington. 



AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

HERBERT M. BERGEN 
Past President 

604 No. Harbor Blvd., FULLERTON, CALIF. 92632 
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You can see from the position which I am taking that our choice now 
rests with either Colorado Springs or Washington, D. C. for our location. 
While in Washington I made some inquiries concerning rental of office 
space. Unless we go far out into the suburban areas, we will find ren- 
tal rates extremely high for the amount of space we will require to 
start with. As I look at our available funds, I cannot see that we can 
afford this kind of expense. Any kind of rental costs we can save 
should go toward paying for the services of a Director who has the capa- 
bilities that we have to set up for this position. I am committed to 
Washington as the ultimate location for our service but if we want to 
start the service soon, as we may be forced to do under our commitment 
with ANAT, it is my conclusion that we will have to begin operations 
at ANA headquarters in Colorado Springs where sufficient space is avail- 
able for our use without rental cost except for a contribution for the 
necessary utilities that may be chargeable to an AIMACS operation. Since 
Mr. Frost is willing to help us set up a laboratory in Colorado Springs 
and can give us technical assistance personally, we would be foolish to 
turn the offer down. Moreover, we would have the use of mint equipment 
in Denver. Denver is minutes away by plane and one hour away by car. 

I am not sending a copy of this letter to any of the other committee mem- 
bers because I first want your reactions. I talked briefly with John 
Pittman and George Hatie at the CNA meeting in Vancouver and I have 
every reason to expect they will be in agreement with my views. If you 
agree with my views, it would only remain for me to try to satisfy Virgil 
Hancock who has always leaned toward the AiNfc location . 

If you feel it necessary to call me some evening this month, I am fairly 
certain to be at home during that time. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 




6450 Cecil Avenue , St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


September 22, 1971 


Mr. Herbert M. Bergen 
604 No. Harbor Blvd. 

Fullerton, Calif. 92632 

Dear Herb: 

I am delighted that both the Mint lab in Washington and 
the Miitt in Denver will make their equipment available. 

I believe you should obtain from Mr. Frost a list of the 
equipment in Denver so that we know it is available. 

1 certainly agree that we should start the operation at 
Colorado Springs. I think we should propose to move to Washington 
whenever we believe the volume of work is sufficient to justify it 
and, in the meantime, we should feel free to use available Washington 
equipment . 


I do not feel we have to veto the ANS location at this 
time* We can just hold it in abeyance by preferring to move to 
Washington as ANACS expands. We can ask to use the ANS facilities 
for special work whenever such a situation develops. In other 
words, I agree with you but feel as though it can be worded in 
a way t^iich will not burn our bridges behind us and will satisfy 
all concerned. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/atb 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 


September 22, 1971 


To ANACS Committee 

From Eric P. Newman 

Virgil's submittal of an application from P.A.Rayner, 

a Director of Seaby's is at hand. 

I do not know this gentleman but in his letter to 
Virgil dated 10 September, 1971, he indicates that he knew 
Leonard Forrer well and sadly missed him. 

I knew Leonard Forrer well and would not favor anyone 
who indicated a high regard for him. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


Bovmiber 4, 1971 


To the AKACP Com! t tee: 

In view of the difference of opinion on the initial location 
of the ANAOS , I requested permission from Herb to make another contact 
with Hr. Vhii Heiesar , 501 Fontaine, Alexandria, Virginia, telephone 

703 683 50->C. I did 30 and had such a satisfactory discuss ion with 
him that I wanted to report It to all of you, 

I opened the discussion by telling him of the dilemma and 
explained to him that location in Kev York was now Impractical , He 
was under the impression that Hew fork was the location being sought. 
The fact that the Washington location was the eventual goal of all 
of ua pleased him and he showed a new interest in cooperation. I 
suggested a possibility of part tine work on behalf of the service, 
lie ©aid he would think this ov**r. He said he did not want anything 
to Interfere with travel and personal onergencics and I assured bin 
we would respect that. 

He then asked if we h«d contacted Morris V, Soley, 409 
liidaway Cove, Bendereonville, North Carolina, 78739, telephone 

704 692 0476. I fold him that I wee not familiar with Mr. Ooloy being 
contacted. Mr, Bolcy worked for the Mint for 35 ye?*rs and retired 
last year at the age of 55, He has testified in many of cho govern- 
aemt cases. Ke hap been giving numismatic opinions for at least 10 
years and is a metallurgist. 

Mr. Ncisscr Indicated that Mr, Boiey w<*s not working and 
had bean Mals«er*t ssplatmt over the many year# at the Mint, I 
asked Mr. Heisser if he was indicating that he and holey could share 
the responsibility end he said that might be possible. I told Mr. 
Neisser that I wanted to report ail of this to the coral t toe before 
n of you contacted Hr, Soley, Mr, Heiascr said he 'new nothing 
of Mr. *oley*s wishes, but that they were good friends end they have 
always worked together. 

X could barely believe What 1 wes hearing because it sounded 
so good to ae. 

I have a feeling that Mr. Meisecx went* to get back In action 
on sotae limited basis and explained to me that he was still available 
to the Secret Service on cases in which he participated and that he 
could not handle any matters for AHACS which related to cases which 
he had participated in **Ulc with the Mint. I assured him that utm 
only normal. 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


-2- November 4, 1971 

To the ARA CP. Committee: 


I now feel that aerb oltould contact Mr. Boiey and ask 
Boiey to disc use the matter with Mr. Helsaer sod to see what they 
might suggest as a way of solving our problem. 

Washington Is an ideal location for the Service, if they 
participate ant 1 will and no doubt others would change their vote 
froc? Colorado Springs under the circumstances* We might even get an 
opportunity to have the service in a government office on a t«jn$>orary 

basis. 


Let's move fast on this situation as it looks very attractive. 



EHS/atb 


CCi 

Hr. Herbert 54, Bergen 
Hr. George Hat la 
Mr. John Pittman 
Mr. Virgil Hancock 
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